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Art Unit: 2655 

DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . In response to the Office Action mailed August 4, 2004, applicant submitted an 
amendment filed on October 25, 2004, in which the applicant traversed and requested 
reconsideration with respect to claim 1. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Regarding claim 1 , applicants amended claim 1 to include the limitations of now 
canceled claim 8. Applicant argues that no where in the cited paragraphs does Buchner 
discloses or suggest that there is a plurality of human presence sensors linked to a 
structure corresponding to the claim room locating module that identifies a particular 
room in which the user is present based on the detection signal from one of the human 
presence sensors, and instructs to issue a voice message from a speaker belonging to 
the identified room. 

Applicant's arguments, see remarks/arguments, filed October 25, 2004, with 
respect to the rejection(s)of claim(s) 1 and 8 under U.S.C. 102(e) have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of 
Welty (USPN 5,109,22). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-7 and 9-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Buchner et al (US Publication No. 2002/0069063), hereinafter referenced as 
Buchner in view of Welty (USPN 5,109,222). 

Regarding claim 1, Buchner discloses a voice control system for operating home 
electrical appliances/ said system comprising: a home agent server (HAS) adapted to 
be installed in a house and connected to the home electrical appliances for controlling 
the operation of the same (abstract, fig 4); a microphone and a speaker linked to said 
home agent server through an in-house network (fig. 4, element 2); a voice recognition 
means which recognizes a user's voice request received at the microphone, a 
transaction processing program (TP) executable at the HAS to manage the home 
electrical appliances (fig. 4, element with fig. 1, element 7);, said TP program having an 
instruction interpreting module which prepares from the voice request a particular 
instruction indicating a destined appliance and a method for controlling the destined 
appliance, and provides an output command for controlling the destined appliance in 
accordance with the particular instruction (fig 1 , elements 3,4,8), but lacks a plurality of 
human sensors installed in different rooms of the house. 
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Welty discloses a remote control system for control of electrically operable 
equipment in people occupiable structures, wherein 

said HAS (figure 5 t element 10 with column 5, lines 16-35) is linked to a plurality 
of human presence sensors (figure 5, element 12) which are adapted to be installed in 
different rooms of the house (located in each room of the dwelling structure) so as to 
provide a detection signal indicative of a particular one of the rooms where the user is 
present (to identify and address the particular room or zone; column 5, lines 16-52), 

one of said TP program and said HAS further including a room locating module 
(identify and address the particular room or zone) which identifies the particular room 
with reference to the detection signal (column 5, lines 41-52), and instructs to issue the 
voice message from the speaker belonging to thus identified room (column 6, lines 5- 
13), to operate electrically operable equipment. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Buchner's system wherein it comprises a 
plurality of human sensors installed in different rooms of the house, as taught by Welty, 
to allow standardized set of commands to be used in each room or zone and to affect 
only the sensor in that zone or room, to thereby permit the processor to identify and 
address that particular room or zone (column 5, lines 41-52). 

Regarding claim 2, Buchner discloses an output command is a control signal 
which controls the destined appliance for control thereof (page 2, paragraph 
0028). 
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Regarding claim 3, Buchner discloses the said TP program is written into a 
mobile agent program which is capable of moving from the HAS to a local computer 
terminal included in the destined appliance in response to said output command such 
that it can be executed thereat for control of the destined appliance (fig. 5; page 4, 
paragraphs 0046 and 0049). [Buchner describes a wireless network where each of the 
device has a transmitter and receiver which implies the use of a mobile agent] 

Regarding claim 4, Buchner discloses the said TP program includes a migration 
module which analyzes the particular instruction to seek an associated address of said 
destined appliance, and moves the TP program itself to the local computer terminal of 
said destined appliance (fig. 5; page 3, paragraph 41). 

Regarding claims 5 & 13, Buchner discloses the said TP program includes a 
voice recognition module defining said voice recognition means (fig. 5; page 3, 
paragraph 41). 

Regarding claims 6 & 14, Buchner discloses that one of said TP program and 
said HAS includes: a text composer module providing a text associated with a particular 
control of the electrical appliance, and a speech synthesis module which converts the 
text into a voice message to be issued from said speaker for confirmation of the 
acceptance of the user's voice request and/or the completion of the requested control 
(page 2, paragraph 28-31). 

Regarding claims 7 & 15, Buchner discloses the said HAS is provided with a 
communication interface for linking the HAS to said in-house network as well as to an 
outer information network such as the Internet for intercommunication with other sites 
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linked through the information network, said HAS further including an address list 
storing addresses of the appliances and sites which are sought by the MAP running on 
the HAS to designate a destined appliance or site where an intended process 
demanded by the user's request is to be executed, said migration module allowing to 
move the MAP itself to the destined appliance or site for execution of the MAP thereat 
to achieve the intended process demanded by the user's request (page 6, paragraphs 
71-73 and page 7, paragraph 82). 

Regarding claim 9, Buchner discloses the one of said TP program and said 
HAS further includes a voice locating module which judges a place of the user issuing 
the user's voice request received at the microphone, and instructs to issue the voice 
message from the speaker belonging to the thus located place (page 6, paragraph 69). 

Regarding claim 10, Buchner discloses the said HAS includes a personal 
information table storing a relation between individual users and the appliances 
allocated to be accessible by the individual users, said TP program further including: 

a user identification module which identifies a particular user from the user's 
voice request, an access permission module which selects the appliance allocated to 
the identified user with reference to the personal information table and limits the TP 
program to the execution for the allocated appliance (page 4, paragraph 46). 

Regarding claim 11, Buchner discloses the said system includes a plurality of 
dedicated transaction processing (TP) programs which are allocated respectively to 
individual users for limiting one or more of the appliances accessible by the users, said 
HAS including a user identification module which identifies the user from the user's 
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voice request, selects one of the dedicated TP programs allocated to the identified user, 
and allows the dedicated TP program to be executed (page 4, paragraph 47). 

Regarding claim 12, Buchner discloses the said system includes a plurality of 
dedicated transaction processing (TP) programs which are allocated respectively to 
individual users for limiting one or, more of the appliances accessible by the users, said 
HAS including a user identification module which identifies the user from the user's 
voice request, selects one of the dedicated TP programs allocated to the identified user, 
and allows the dedicated TP program to move to the destined appliance so as to be 
executed thereat (page 4, paragraph 47). 

Regarding claim 16, Buchner discloses the said system further includes a 
personal computer equipped with a display in addition to the microphone and the 
speaker, said personal computer being linked to the HAS through the in-house network 
for transmitting the user's request received at the microphone to the TP program 
running on the HAS, said TP program having a function of transmitting the text provided 
by said text composer module to the display of the personal computer (page 2, 
paragraph 0028 and Page 5, paragraphs 0064-0066). 

Regarding claim 17, Buchner discloses the said HAS has a phone interface to a 
public telephone network for intercommunication with a mobile phone, said mobile 
phone carrying a specific transaction processing (TP) program which is a mobile agent 
program capable of moving from the mobile phone to said HAS or said local computer 
terminal to be executable thereat, said specific TP program, when running on the mobile 
phone, accepting a user's voice request at the mobile phone for managing said 



Application/Control Number: 09/852,727 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2655 

appliances, said specific TP program including, a voice recognition module which 
recognizes a user's voice request received at the mobile phone, an instruction 
interpreting module which prepares from the voice request a particular instruction 
indicating a destined appliance and a method for controlling the destined appliance, 
and a migration module which, in response to the particular instruction, moves the 

specific TP program to said HAS or said local computer terminal for achieving the 

i 

method for the destined appliance (fig 7b with Fig 5; page 4, paragraphs 0046 and 

0049) . [Buchner describes a wireless network where the speech unit is a network that 
can be wireless. This implies the use of a mobile phone with a processor and memory 
that can store a program.] 

Regarding claim 18, Buchner discloses that said microphone and speaker are 
mounted in a switch box which is installed in the house (fig. land fig 6, element 70). 

Regarding claim 19, Buchner discloses that the said microphone and speaker 
are mounted in a ceiling receptacle installed in the house for connection with lighting 
fixture (page 3, paragraph 39). [Buchner suggests in figure 6 that the microphone and 
speaker can be located anywhere in the home]. 

Regarding claim 20, Buchner discloses that the microphone and speaker are 
mounted in a lighting fixture defining the home electrical appliance (page 4, paragraph 

0050) . [Buucher describes the use of the speech unit consisting of a microphone and 
speaker can be placed anywhere within the home which may include mounting it into a 
lighting fixture.] 
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Regarding claim 21, Buchner discloses that the said HAS is packed into a home 
information and power distribution center which is provided with: a distributor connected 
between a utility line and in-house branched power lines leading to the appliances; a 
telephone interface for connection between a in-house telephone line and a public 
telephone network; and an information interface for connection between an in-house 
information network and an external information network, said in-house network being 
realized by said power lines which allows the output command to be transmitted there 
through (fig 6). 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jakieda R Jackson whose telephone number is 
571 .272.7619. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 
7:30 a.m. to 5:00p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on 571 .272.7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pairrdirect.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



JRJ 

April 1,2005 




